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pateldanceworks and Byb Chanel Bibene/Kiandanda Dance Theater investigate histories of 

rebellions and victories, queerness, and the violence of forced migration through two 
groundbreaking new dance works 

 
CounterPulse presents 

 

 Performing Diaspora 2021 
pateldanceworks in divisions the empire has sown 

and 
Byb Chanel Bibene/Kiandanda Dance Theater in [Re]member 

Thu-Sat, Jun 3-5 & 10-12, 2021 
at CounterPulse, in real or virtual space 

Event page: counterpulse.org/performingdiaspora2021 
 

 
Pictured: L: Daria Garina in "divisions the empire has sown" by pateldanceworks; Photo by Kyle Adler.  R: Byb 

Chanel Bibene; Photo by Robbie Sweeny.  Click for more photos and high-res >>  
 

March 2021, San Francisco — How is tradition alive? How does tradition move across space, 
time, boundaries and border? Now in it’s eleventh year, CounterPulse’s Performing Diaspora 
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residency supports artists who draw on tradition as a radical way to carry the stories of previous 
lives in today’s time and space.  
 
This June, Join CounterPulse as we take a voyage through lasting divides and ancestral 
wisdom. 
 
Piece descriptions: 
 
divisions the empire has sown by pateldanceworks is a call to understand past and present 
colonization through movement and storytelling, informed by the Partition of South Asia in 1947 
and the lasting divides it has caused across sexuality, religion, caste, class, and gender. 
 
The evening will include movement, storytelling, sonic landscape, and immersive experience, 
asking the audience to become part of the performance itself. With divisions the empire has 
sown we open conversations about past and present colonization to empower audiences to 
dismantle inequitable social structures. The violence endured within our lineages is part of these 
queer bodies and we seek to hold and heal these stories of lost homelands and lost lives. 
 

So many of us in the diaspora carry complicated, contradictory stories of 
resilience and endurance, violence, and oppression. Even at this moment, within 
my own lineage, I see the lasting effects of British colonization in the violence 
being perpetrated upon the Kashmiri people, Muslim people in India, farmers in 
India, and people who are caste-oppressed. The violence endured within my 
lineage is part of my body. It is something that I know and feel and need a mode 
of kinesthetic processing to endure. This has been the impetus to work on 
[italics]divisions the empire has sown. 

 
— Bhumi B. Patel 

 
Next, enter a visual voyage in time that paints the tensed stories of the Black bodies resisting 
slavery and seeking connection with the ancestral wisdom. [Re]member by Byb Chanel 
Bibene/Kiandanda Dance Theater connects Black bodies via their shared history, fight for 
liberties, and against slavery. 
 
The work investigates the stories of the resistance and victories of captured Africans in the 
slave ships and the plantations during the Trans-Atlantic trade and slavery in the Americas, with 
a particular focus on the prowess of Nganga Nzumbi, a maroon leader who set free an entire 
community. 
 
 

From a dream to reality, there are only a few drops of sweat. And blood at times. 
I still envision the global consciousness of African descent people who will 
remember where they came from and that the blood that flows in one body may 
as well flow in countless Black bodies in the world. Can we cognize that and 



claim our sacred sisterhood and brotherhood? Because the roots that are feeding 
you here and there are from the same tree. That tree grew free, with resilience 
against all winds and storms, and produced the juiciest fruits in the universe.  
I’m inviting all Black bodies to remember their African ancestry. I’m inviting each 
Black person to see another Black person as a reflection of themselves in the 
mirror. 
 
- Byb Chanel Bibene 

 

Calendar Editors 
  
CounterPulse Performing Diaspora Residency New Works 2021: pateldanceworks in 
divisions the empire has sown and Byb Chanel Bibene/Kiandanda Dance Theater in 
[Re]member 
 
This June, 2021, CounterPulse’s Performing Diaspora 2021 investigated histories of rebellions 
and victories, queerness, and the violence of forced migration through two groundbreaking new 
dance works by pateldanceworks and Byb Chanel Bibene/Kiandanda Dance Theater. 
 
Thu-Sat, Jun 3-5 & 10-12, 2021 
 
 
EVENT PAGE: counterpulse.org/performingdiaspora2021 
  
HI RES PHOTOS: Flickr Performing Diaspora 2021 Album 
 
About pateldanceworks 
 
pateldanceworks is a Bay Area-based contemporary movement organization centering 
marginalized voices at the intersection of embodied research and activism to create queer, 
intersectional performance from a trauma-informed, social justice-oriented perspective using 
dance as a pursuit for liberation and decolonization through the cultivation of safe spaces and 
by practicing listening and availability. 
 
Founded in 2017, pateldanceworks has been presented at SAFEhouse Arts, LEVYsalon, Shawl 
Salon, max10, Studio 200, Molissa Fenley and Friends, Summer Performance Festival, 
RAWdance's Concept Series, The San Francisco International Arts Festival, Berkeley Finnish 
Hall, PUSHfest, Shawl-Anderson’s Queering Dance Festival, and Deborah Slater’s Studio 210 
Residency. Artistic Director Bhumi B. Patel has curated “fem(me),” a performance of 
femme-identified, radical queers, for SAFEhouse Arts since 2018. 
 
About Byb Chanel Bibene/Kiandanda Dance Theater 
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Byb Chanel Bibene is a dance educator, choreographer and performer working in theater, 
ethnic, Afro urban, and contemporary dance forms. His own technical and aesthetic sensibility is 
rooted in the culture and dances of his country of origin, the Republic of Congo. He has toured 
the world and performed internationally with companies and choreographers originating from 
Africa, Europe, and the USA. 
 
Kiandanda Dance Theater was founded in 2008 in the Republic of Congo. The Company is 
now based in San Francisco upon the relocation of the Artistic Director Byb Bibene. The 
company presents works between the USA, France and Congo. Besides the creative and 
performance projects,  the company has two major production projects; Mbongui Square 
Festival, a multidisciplinary art festival and Tracing Africa Circle-African Dance Histories and 
Philosophies. In the US the company has been residencies and festival such as The San 
Francisco International Arts Festival, The Black Choreographers Festival, Detroit Dance 
Festival, Walking Dance Festival, the Fresh Festival, Works In the Work, Concept Series, OMI 
Dance International, CHIME, CounterpUlse Performing Diaspora, Onye Ozi Fellowship.  
 
About the CounterPulse Performing Diaspora Residency 
The work of Performing Diaspora artists is not easily categorizable, and the ways in which their 
work draws on or is rooted in tradition may take many forms. In this current moment we are 
interested in supporting artists that are drawing on tradition as a radical way to be responsive, 
inclusive, and support equity. We find ourselves with questions around how tradition can be a 
tool of anti-capitalism, anti-border control, anti-police violence, anti-homogenization, or 
anti-erasure. However, we are also interested in exploring beyond the polemic set by the frame 
of ‘anti.’ Therefore, we are also curious about how tradition is a tool of evolution? How is 
tradition alive? How does tradition move across space, time, boundaries and border? Now in it;s 
tenth year, this residency seeks to support artists whose work carries the story of a previous life 
and plants it in this time and space. In a time when record numbers of refugees seek asylum 
and the erasure of people of color’s experiences and lives is more visible than ever, the stories 
we carry in our minds and bodies are all the more important. What is your story of change? 
 
Learn more: counterpulse.org/performing-diaspora/ 
 
The Performing Diaspora residency is made possible by support from the Kenneth Rainin 
Foundation, the Zellerbach Family Foundation, the Emmet R Quady foundation, and the 
National Endowment for the Arts. 
 
 
About CounterPulse 
CounterPulse is building a movement of risk-taking art that shatters assumptions and builds             
community. We provide space and resources for emerging artists and cultural innovators,            
serving as an incubator for the creation of socially relevant, community-based art and culture.              
CounterPulse acts as a catalyst for art and action; creating a forum for the open exchange of art                  
and ideas, catalyzing transformation in our communities and our society. We work towards a              
world that celebrates diversity of race, class, cultural heritage, artistic expression, ability, gender             

http://counterpulse.org/performing-diaspora/
http://counterpulse.org/


identity, and sexual orientation. We strive to create an environment that is physically and              
economically accessible to everyone.  
 

### 
 

 
 
 
 
Based in San Francisco, Kiandanda Dance Theater presents works between the USA, France 
and Congo. Artistically directed by Byb Bibene, the company produces creative performance 
projects, Mbongui Square Festival, and Tracing Africa Circle-African Dance Histories and 
Philosophies. 


